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W 
ell, it doesnõt seem like two minutes since we 

were seeing in 2011 and now weõre already 

onto 2012. I reckon the years are like our 

childhood sweets like Curlywurlys, they 

appear to shrink with time! 
 

Anyway, whatever the reason for the years flying by, we 

stand on the threshold of another exciting year of running. 

Hopefully you'll be inspired to join us in the events the 

club take part in and whatever you do, I hope itõs a suc-

cessful and happy year for you and your families. 

What A Start To 2012!  

Strider Ladies Masters Team Is third 

At the County XC Championships  

Paul Carnegie Presented with The 

New Strider Of The Year Trophy  

S aturday the 7th January saw the largest turnout of Striders at a cross-country Championship race for 
many a year, if not the largest in the clubôs history. 
 

A marvellous 22 Striders ran in three of the races staged 
at a new course near to Rotherby, within the north Leices-
tershire countryside and we were easily the most repre-
sented club in the whole of Leicestershire. And we may 
not have won anything, but you couldnôt look anywhere 
without a Strider coming into view! In fact as the men 
lined up, a runner behind me said ñBlimey youôre every-
where, youôve got more out than you do on the road!ò 
 

And to cap it all the Ladies Master team picked p an ex-
cellent third place! We had a complete squad of 5 la-
dies take of the 6K course and their fine efforts 
brought the club a distinguished finishing position. 

Paddy Crowe presents Paul Carnegie with the New Strider of 

the Year trophy at Rotherby 

Ladies Master Squad L to R): Lisa Dixon, June Morris, Mhairi 

Billington, Ali Ide and Anne Robertson 

T he venture out to Rotherby also saw us take the opportunity to present Paul Carnegie with his trophy 
for being selected as 2011ôs New Strider of The Year. 
 

It was quite clear that he wasnôt expecting the award 
and was pretty dumbfounded when our Chairman Pad-
dy Crowe handed the trophy over to him. 
 

Having joined the club in the early part of the year, it 
took Paul a while to get into club life, mainly due to an 
injury (if my memory serves me right), but once he got 
going he has been a regular at the races and provided 
much enthusiasm and help when and where needed. 
 

Thankfully the award didnôt knock him off his stride at 
all and he was able to get himself composed and run 
in the menôs race. Cont. 
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The ladies race winds itôs way up the hill, the poor men had t go it 

four times! 

 

Meanwhile we had one Junior Strider run too. De-
spite not having run for three weeks prior to the 
event, Matty Billington said he would still run, as he 
had put his name forward, and what a splendid ef-
fort he put in. He worked really well and completed 
the course in a little over 20 minutes. Well done 
Matty and the clubôs thanks to you for doing the 
Stridersô vest proud! 
 

Not to be outdone the men also put in a fine effort 
with 16 toeing the line in both the Senior and Mas-
ters categories. And whilst they didnôt achieve such 
a high finishing position, the Mastersô 5th place is 
something to be proud of. 
 

Unfortunately the overall adult field was only around 
200  runners, for some reason people think that you 

Leicestershire County XC Championships  
Sat 7th January 2012  

Above: Matty Billington, the first U13 ad to run for the Striders at a 

cross-country Championship race. 

even higher except for a couple of the gents 
had to pull out. Paul Faver, had to retire due to 
not feeling too good. I heard that he still had a 
bit of a bug in his system from the previous 
week, so he did well to even get there! 
 

Francis Breen on the other hand had a bit of a 
different type of bug. He was affected by the 
ósole of my running shoe bugô striking him 
down. Yes, his shoes fell apart! I know, what 
wrong with running in bare feet? Itôs all the rage 
apparently! 
 

In regard to individual performances Iôm afraid I 
canôt mention everybody Iôm afraid, but just to 
say well done to Lisa Dixon and Richard Billing-
ton on being first Striders home in their respec-
tive races. And whilst not reducing the other 
ladies efforts, well done to June to, she was all for giving up after the first lap, but kept going and received great en-
couragement and cheers when she crossed the line. Including a big hug from Ali! 
 

Iôm happy to say that there were far too many men for me to mention individually (sorry lads, Iôll be here ótill mid-
night!), but I must say well done to Andrew Cole for his second Strider place. He and I have had a few good battles 
over the last few years and this was no exception. It took all my effort on the whole of the third lap to make up a gap 
of around 50 yards on him, only to see him move away from me again going up the hill and re-gaining the 50 yard 
gap in a distance of about 150 yards! Just too strong for meéé...good for the club, gives me something to work on! 
 

The results are overleaf and also on-line hopefully. Take a look and see just how many Strider we had. The men pro-
vided 7of the last 8 men. Good grouping! 

The Striders ladies keep it together in the early stages of their race. 

have to be fast to run at these Championships! 
 

As I said early this is the first time this course has 
been used and the condition underfoot werenôt 
that tasking. The courses wound their way over 
fields mainly covered in grass and only became a 
little muddy after hundreds of feet had passed by 
a number of times. 
 

Save for a ate going from the first field, there was 
no mud or water to speak of. The ladies course 
consisted of 6 kilometres and this was made up of 
on small lap and then a much larger one. The 
menôs also started with the small lap but took on 
three large laps, going up the steep hill (see left) a 
total of four times. However, no matter how many 
times you went up it, it was energy sapping. 
The number of Strider finishers could have been 
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O.K, weôre on the last leg now! 
 

Just wanted to say well done to all the run-
ners and nice to see Paul Godchild back in 
a Striders vest! Hopefully the first of many.  
Also thanks to all the helpers, to everybody 
that made cakes, to Ruth Carnegie for the 
pictures, to Paddy, Mark, Grace & Freya 
and the Percy family for their support. To 
everybody who assisted with putting the tent 
upé..and taking it down. And finally to Ma-
rie Hobbs who ómannedô the Striders óSoup 
Kitchenô. I think everybody availed them-
selves of some soup and a roll, which on 
that cold day was most welcome! 

The menôs team (L to R): Sean Tebbutt; Steve Bailey; Richard Billington; Dave 

Playford; Duncan Percy; Mark Foley; Paul Carnegie; Gary Gimsley; Francis 

Breen; Steve Morris; 

Front row: Paul Faver; Graham Hobbs; Andrew Cole; Garry Birch; 

Above: Why a separate pic? Because it 

was cold and they were sitting in their 

car! Ah!! Bless them!!! At least the 

ran! (Chuckle, chuckle) 

L to R: Paul Goodchild, Paul Goddard 

& Neil Ackland. 

Men -  (11K)    

Masters    
Richard Billington  11 44:08  
Andrew Cole 18 46:46  

Graham Hobbs 19 46:56  

Duncan Percy 33 50:15 

Neil Ackland  34 50:23  

Paul Goddard 35 50:48  

Sean Tebbutt  45 54:10 

Dave Playford  48 55:49  

Mark Foley  53 58:25  

Garry Birch  54 1:00:24  

Gary Grimsley  55 1:00:26  

Paul Goodchild 56 1:00:50  

Paul Carnegie 57 1:02:19 

Steve Bailey  59 1:06:45  

Steve Morris  60 1:22:43  

(60 finishers)    

Seniors    
Gavin Speed 36 52:43  

(37 finishers)    

 

Ladies -  (6K)   

Masters    
Lisa Dixon 22 31:25 

Mhairi Billington  24 31:40 
Anne Robertson  31 33:36  
June Morris  41 44:13 

(41 finishers)    

Seniors    
Alison Ide  16 37:13 

(16 finishers)    

 

Andrew Cole, Gavin Speed and Graham Hobbs set off. 

Left: The Stridersô ôSoup Kitchenô staffed by Marie 

and assisted by numerous others during the day. 

Juniors    
Matty Billington  24 20:02  

(24 finishers)    

U13 males -  (3K) 
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Above: Duncan Percy, Paul Goddard and Neil Ackland in 

the mix at the start. 

Above: Anne Robertson is cheered home by fellow Striders 

Right: Gary Grimsley, Garry Birch, Paul Goodchild, Mark 

Foley, Dave Playford, Steve Bailey, Paul Carnegie and Fran-

cis Breen. Yes! Theyôre all in there, take another look. 

Above: Andrew Cole with Richard Billington after the 

first lap. 

Team spirit: Ali gives June a big hug after her 

excellent run. 

Paul Faver leading Sean Tebbutt in the 

early stages. 


